Access Coordinator R -
Bank of Canada Lt . B
.- Ottawa AR
. May 18/90

Dear Mr. . ~ _

-

I am’ applying under the Access Act for thaﬁfdilowing
records, L

Appl. One -

1. 1989, 1990 reports on fire incidents in._ the Bank of Canada
buildings in Ottawa, including the one last week in the Sparks
Street Annex area. '

2. Re that fire/what were the toxic/other fumes released and was
& an air sampling taken /anybody treated. : ' '

3. Frovide any reports on burning /incinerating documents/monies
at your facilities.

4. Provide RBIrX 1989 on occupational health reports on the air
quality of your facilities, including tests done by Labour
Canada. » ‘

Enclosed is  $5. & fee waiver is requested. Please provide the
records as they become available. Call for clarifications.

™
-~



By lan AUSten
’Southam News

47?)»% Do/y STG)

. iThe Bank of (‘anada has given up incinerating old
:mioney and confidential documents after a plume of
‘black smoke drove Ottawa workers from their of-
fices in May.

: ~Documents obtained by Southam News under ac-
‘cess to information legislation reveal the bank was
‘burning confidential computer tapes at its downtown
headquartem on May 9 when smoke began pouring
from the building.

~The noxious-smelling smoke was quickly sucked in
through the fresh air intakes of neighboring office
‘buildings, setting off fire alarms and sending many
people into the streets.

‘Guy Theriauit, the bank’s deputy secretary, said
m an jnterview Wednesday the smoke was the resuit

“humman error” that led to a larger than usual

-amount of computer tape being burned.

. The bank’s incinerator — which was mainly used
to burn worit-out money — has since been shut
«dawn and will remain closed.

-While the May 9 incident hurried the decision.
’ﬂ'xenault said studies by the bank show that other
‘methods of destroying money are cheaper than
burnmg

Money that is too worn or damaged for recircula-
tmn will be shredded and taken to dumps

“No final decision has been made about computer
tapes The bank will either destroy them in-house or
asend them for destruction to a private-sector firm.

, »The documents released by the bank reveal new

'{'money is causing the bank problems as well.

. Workers have complained of eye irritation, partic-

“ularly in the merning, while working in a vault that
stores sheets of newly-printed bills before they are

- Citizen photo

Bank of Canada. Workers fled offices

cut intn bank notes.

An investigation by Labor Canada pinned the
problem on formaldehyde gas given off by the spe-
cial paper used to print money. The gas built up at
night when the newly-printed money was sealed in
the vault., _

Long the favorite preservative of undertakers,
formaldehyde can irritate the lungs and eyes. The
chemical is also suspected of causing cancer.

The bank has a filtering system intended to re-
move thé gas, but the Labor Canada study recom-
mended finding a way to bring fresh air to the bank
notes at night.

Theriault said to do that would be “very difficult,
if not impossible given the very nature of vault con-
struction.” While the bank intends to design future
vaults with fresh air supplies, Theriault said the
best that can be done with the current money cham-
ber is to expand its filtering system.
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Money-hungry

. By. lan Austen
Soulham News

VIt cost” taxpayers at- least’,
$30 000, but’ the Bankof Canada'y
“now knows thatits new : $50.bill
would " only:ibe ‘toxic™ to .ver
wealthy gluttons.

‘It’s not. the actual bill thats the
problem It’s: the ‘small,” ariti-for-."
;-gery . Squares “that . could poxson

" Would-be money eaters. = ;. ;"
T A’safety report for the:Bank: of
Canada caggilates that a chemxcal

. in, the-squiges .would prove fatal o
“to a '70-kilogram ‘personwho" ate ™

can: I'

29050 i
Govemment ﬂnds lethal dose of $50':--

Therxé'ult noted v\;ryly‘*:“l sthink
%you 'would. have:to, worry ‘about
from mdxgestlo first:

]
“given 't ‘f-'Southam\ iNews " through
an Acgess to JInformation request.

“The” central bank«éommxssmned
he; reporti.to. .confirm: that : the
new: antx-(orgery gadget.pose ‘no
hreat-eitlf"” ¢ to- xtswemployees fwho
‘make * ang glue them on ‘to  $50"

I"/

cretary 'Guy.

Is and“ceramic ixles T‘he'report'
“says‘it‘has’ about the, same’ toxxcx- .
.gy as bakmg soda s

.put the1dev) es ,on}-
bringing .the e of
“to-a mere $3 ‘) mxlhon

lothal dose




