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iThe Bank of (‘anada has given up incinerating old

,money and confidential documents after a plume of
?black smoke drove Ottawa workers from their of-
ficdes in May.
: “Docuimnents obtained by Southam News under ac-
icess to information legislation reveal the bank was
‘burning confidential computer tapes at its downtown
;headquarters on May 9 when smoke began pouring
éfrom the building.

“The noxious-smelling smoke was quickly sucked in
through the fresh air intakes of neighboring office
‘buildings, setting off fire alarms and sending many
.peopie into the streets.

‘Guy Theriault, the bank’s deputy secretary, said
m an juterview Wednesday the smoke was the result
"of- “human error”’ that led to a larger than usual
amount of computer tape being burned.

. The bank’s incinerator — which was mainly used
*o burh worirout money - has since been shut
:dewn and will remain closed.

While the May 9 incident hurried the decision,
T:herlault said studies by the bank show that other
‘methods of destroying money are cheaper than
‘burning.

- Money that is too worn or damaged for recircula-

:tion will be shredded and taken to dumps

* “No final decision has been made about computer

'~tapes The bank will either destroy them in-house or

v;,send them for destruction to a private-sector firm.

. 'The documents released by the bank reveal new

‘thohey is causing the bank problems as well.

¢ Workers have complamed of eye irritation, partic-

- ularly in the morning, while working in a vault that
.stores sheets of newly-printed bills before they are
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cut into bank notes.

An investigation by Labor Canada pipned the
problem on formaldehyde gas given off by the spe-
ial paper used to print money. The gas built up at
night wben the newly-printed money was sealed in
the vault,

Long the favorite preservative ‘of undertakers,
formaldehyde can irritate the lungs and eyes. The
chemical is alsc suspected of causing cancer.

The bank has a filtering system intended to re-
move thé gas, but the Labor Canada study recom-
mended finding a way to bring fresh air to the bank
notes at night.

Theriault said to do that would be “very difficult,
if not 1mpossxble given the very nature of vault con-
struction.” While the bank intends to design future
vaults with fresh air supplies, Theriault said the
best that can be done with the current money cham-
ber is to expand its filtering system.
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. It cost” taxpayers at--least T
© $30,000,: but’ the Bank'of Canada's}
now knows that”its new  §50.bill ;
would" only:be - toxxc to"'very
.wealthy gluttons. ' ;
. :It’s not-the actual bill that’s the
'~3‘problem It’s: the"'small; antx—for- :
;.gery :'squares ‘that could poxson
‘would-be money eaters. . ;.
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“,Canada calcplates that a chemxcal
- in, the- squgies -would prove fatal

“to’ a "70-kilokram: person “who ate” make * ang glue them on-. to - $50°
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